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upcoming +
We offer a wide range of cultural events year round in our 
award-winning performance spaces; the O’Reilly Theatre  
and the Jerome Hynes Theatre. 

Opera
Theatre
Dance
Music
Comedy
Family
Community

The National Opera House is also home to the world-famous 
Wexford Festival Opera that will present its 65th season in 2016.

New events being added all the time,  
see Nationaloperahouse.ie

booking  
information
How to book at the National Opera House 

In Person

The box office is located in the foyer of the 
National Opera House, High Street, Wexford.

Opening hours are Monday to Saturday from 
9:30am to 5:30pm.  

On Sundays, Bank Holidays and performance days 
the Box Office opens three hours in advance of  
the performance.

By Phone

Our Box Office phone number is: 
+353 53 912 2144/1850 4 OPERA

Box Office phone lines are open from 9:30am  
to 5:30pm Monday to Saturday. 

On Sundays, Bank Holidays and performance  
days the Box Office opens three hours in advance 
of the performance.

Online

You can buy tickets online at  
Nationaloperahouse.ie
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Jimmy  
Carr
Funny Business

07 
DEC

MONDAY  
8PM

E35.50  
O’REILLY THEATRE

Jimmy Carr has been described as ‘the hardest working man in comedy’, 

which, let’s face facts, is not that impressive. It’s like being the ‘Tallest Dwarf’ 

or the ‘Healthiest Glaswegian’. Really not that big a deal. Live comedy is what 

Jimmy does best. His stand-up achievements to date include a British Comedy 

Award for Best Live Stand-Up Tour and a Perrier Award nomination. On stage, 

he’s even funnier and even more outrageous and Funny Business is his brand 

new stand-up show. Come for the witty and incisive musings on the human 

condition; stay for the knob gags.

05 
DEC

SATURDAY 
8PM

E27.50/E25  
O’REILLY THEATRE

Phil  
Coulter
Celebrating  
50 years in 2015

Celebrating 50 years in 2015 Phil Coulter is releasing his first solo piano 

album in twenty years entitled Echoes of Home. Don’t miss one of Ireland’s 

greatest song writers and musical legends performing here this December at 

the National Opera House.

‘A comedy hero for  
our times’ The Guardian
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9-20 
DEC

SEE  
WEBSITE  
FOR   
DETAILS

E10 SCHOOLS/MIDWEEK 
E12 WEEKEND 
JEROME HYNES  
THEATRE

Rudey’s 
Christmas 
Adventure

Join Rudey the Elf this Christmas, as he searches Christmas Tree Woods for 

Santa’s lost sleigh. Will he find it? With your help, he just might! Experience a 

magical adventure through the opera house, meandering on a journey through 

Christmas Tree Woods to help find Santa’s sleigh with Rudey the Elf leading 

you all the way. This show promises an exciting adventure, lots of giggles and 

laughs, new friends and Christmas magic. This is an unmissable Christmas 

event for children aged 3-8 years. Duration 50 minutes.

 Schools must make their bookings by phone or in person.

BANG ON PROMOTIONS
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You Don’t 
Bring me 
Flowers
with Katherine Lynch

Join funny woman Katherine Lynch (Wagon’s Den) in the hilariously 
funny World Premier of You Don’t Bring Me Flowers as she plays the 
‘TART’ part! Watch as she leads an exceptional cast through a story of 
family ups and downs in the way only Katherine Lynch can. This is a 
show guaranteed to have you laughing all the way home. 
Middle-aged Barbara’s brokenhearted when hubby Henry dumps her. 
But soon she’s having the best sex of her life with hunky Zak, the much 
younger handyman who’s artexing her box room. Mags, Barbara’s 
sister played by Katherine Lynch, is a serial singleton who is addicted 
to Tinder and one night stands. What will her other sisters, Donna and 
Marie, say when they find out about Babs and Zak? And is Zak too 
good to be true? And what if Henry changes his mind? 

Crammed with laughs, tears and songs like Stand By Your Man, I Will 
Survive and of course, You Don’t Bring Me Flowers this heart-warming, 
raunchy comedy about love will be your best night out this year! 

12 
DEC

SATURDAY 
8PM

E25 
O’REILLY THEATRE

WED/THURS 
8PM

Nathan  
Carter
09-10 
DEC

Country Music’s brightest star, Nathan Carter, returns December 

2015 to the National Opera House on two separate dates due to 

high demand and a sell-out first show! With five recorded albums, 

Nathan and his band will light up the stage with all the classic hits 

and songs that have made him a firm favorite with Irish audiences. 

Carter knows a good song when he hears it. Influenced by a 

generation of country singers including Garth Brooks, Vince Gill, 

Shania Twain and Brad, Nathan’s fifth and current album Where 

I Wanna Be reached the coveted Number 1 position in the Irish 

Charts. And the wheels keep on turning for the talented singer 

having just signed a Worldwide Record Deal with Decca Records;  

he continues to sell out venues across Ireland.

SOLD OUT 
O’REILLY THEATRE
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19 
DEC

SATURDAY 
8PM

E33/E28/E25 
O’REILLY THEATRE

Vladimir makes a welcome return to the National Opera House this 

December. The Slovak violin sensation will be performing his Viennese 

Christmas programme accompanied by a twenty piece Orchestra.  

Join him as he adds a festive glow to some of the most beautiful classical 

melodies from the romantic era, together with a flurry of seasonal 

evergreens to get you set for the most wonderful time of the year.  

Also performing on stage will be special guest stars, soprano Claudia Boyle  

as well as Vladimir’s musically gifted family The Jablokovs. With music  

from the Strauss Family, Franz Lehár and Christmas songs you know and  

love, this is the perfect start to the holiday celebrations.

Vladimir’s 
Viennese 
Christmas

Christmas 
With The 
Priests

E35/E32/E25 
O’REILLY THEATRE

Fathers Martin O’Hagan, Eugene O’Hagan, and David Delargy’s debut 

album sold three million copies which secured them a place in the 

Guinness Book Of  World Records as the Fastest-Selling classical debut 

album ever.They have graced the pages of Time Magazine, shared a sofa 

with Jonathan Ross and Alan Titchmarsh, and performed around the world 

to audiences that included the Irish President and the Royal Family. They 

were nominated for a Classical Brit Award for three consecutive years and 

in September 2010, The Priests shared the stage with Pope Benedict XVI 

in London’s Hyde Park to an audience of 80,000 while millions watched 

on TV at home. They continue to play many concerts each year in Europe 

and the USA, and manage to balance their performing with Parish life. 

The Priests are delighted to present Christmas With The Priests singing 

much loved classics as well as cherished seasonal songs. The Priests are 

planning a new album for Spring 2016. Don’t miss an enchanting evening 

of music from The Priests live at the National Opera House!

15 
DEC

TUESDAY 
8PM



7

Swing into 
Christmas
Legends of the Rat Pack

After a run of successful sell-out shows at The National Concert Hall, 

Dublin, we’re delighted to welcome one of our most dynamic and 

charismatic vocalists, Connor McKeon, to the National Opera House.  

Get ready to enjoy a fun-filled and glitzy night crammed full of amazing 

hits from the Legends of The Rat Pack and Swing Era including Frank 

Sinatra, Dean Martin, Bobby Darin, Ella Fitzgerald and the greatest 

performers of this time. Book your tickets for this amazing event and get 

ready to Swing into Christmas! If you are planning a Christmas party night 

out, Greenacres Restaurant (around the corner from the National Opera 

House) is offering a delicious four-course Early Bird pre-show menu for 

E33. Book your table on +353 (0)53 9122975 or email info@greenacres.ie

17 
DEC

THURSDAY 
8PM

E35/E32/E20/E15 
O’REILLY THEATRE

“Absolutely Amazing  
- these guys are the 
real deal!”  Ryan Tubridy

Christmas 
Party Night 

Out
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Scrooged 
The Musical

The Corish-Wallace Performing  
Arts School

The 
Fureys

Legends of Irish music and song, The Fureys, who are renowned for hit 

songs I Will Love You, Sweet 16, The Green Fields of France, The Old Man, 

and Red Rose Cafe will make their first appearance here on Sunday 

27 December 2015. Along with all their hits, they will also include 

songs from their new album The Times They Are A Changing. They are 

responsible for some of the most stirring music ever to capture the 

public imagination. Their folk/middle of the road based songs and 

music has received standing ovations in some of the biggest concert 

halls around the world.

27 
DEC

SUNDAY 
7:30PM

E28/E25
O’REILLY THEATRE

Scrooged the Musical is the school’s own adaptation of the original 
traditional story of Scrooge. Set in the modern day, Ebenezer Scrooge rules 
the roost to his own detriment. Throughout this magical journey, audiences 
will encounter various interesting Christmas personalities, including spirits 
and traditional characters. The talented students will take you on a warm 
Christmas journey, travelling through the past, present and future with a 
valuable lesson learned on the way! Performed entirely by the students,  
this show will set you right in the mood for Christmas! Directors Carmel  
and Lauren are very excited about this production and hope that you will 
join us on Sunday 20 December for the celebrations. 

E20 ADULT/E15 CHILD 
O’REILLY THEATRE

20
DEC

SUNDAY 
8PM
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The happiest of beginnings to 2016 is guaranteed with the RTÉ 
National Symphony Orchestra when it brings its hugely popular 
New Year Celebration, conducted by David Brophy, to the National 
Opera House for the very first time. Add the remarkable and 
internationally acclaimed Irish star soprano Claudia Boyle to 
the mix – ahead of her debuts at the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden and at the Lincoln Center New York with the New York 
Philharmonic and following her triumphant English National 
Opera debut singing Mabel in the Sky Arts televised production 
of The Pirates of Penzance – and you have a do-not-miss event. 
Expect ravishing music and Strauss Family favourites including the 
martial splendour of the Radetzky March, the effervescent Tritsch-
Tratsch Polka, the ripe romance of the Czardas (Die Fledermaus) 
and the evergreen beauty of By the Beautiful Blue Danube. 
Operetta favourites include Lehár’s Vilja (The Merry Widow), Meine 
Lippen, sie küssen so heiss (Giuditta) and Offenbach’s Doll Song 
(The Tales of Hoffman).

02 
JAN

SATURDAY 
7:30PM

E45 FOUNDER’S CIRCLE 
E40 STALLS 
E35 CIRCLE 
E25 SIDE & BOX SEATS
O’REILLY THEATRE

New Year 
Celebration
with the RTÉ National 
Symphony Orchestra
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E26
O’REILLY THEATRE

Derek  
Ryan

Derek Ryan is now one of the biggest stars of Irish Country Music.  

In just over three years few artists have made such an impact on 

the Irish Country scene like the County Carlow singer songwriter. 

Having played to sell out concert audiences around the world 

with D-Side, the young heartthrob has brought a distinctive fresh 

sound to Irish Country. Derek Ryan’s theatre show contains much 

of the music featured on his five albums along with new material 

that allows him to show off his guitar playing and exposing his 

vocal quality. Always a sell-out, early booking is advised!

15 
JAN

FRIDAY 
8PM

E25 
O’REILLY THEATRE

The High Kings - Four Friends Live Tour 

08-Jan

The High 
Kings
Four Friends Live Tour

Since The High Kings started in 2008, they have sold out hundreds 
of shows in Ireland and the US, made numerous TV appearances, 
recorded 3 studio albums and achieved platinum status with their 1st 
two albums. Coming off the back of another US tour, The High Kings 
are continuing to live up to their reputation as a phenomenal live band. 
In 2013, The High Kings signed to Sony International and released their 
4th album Friends for Life. The High Kings showcase their incredible 
versatility and skills as multi-instrumentalists, playing 13 instruments 
between them bringing a rousing acoustic flavour to brand new songs 
as well as some old favourites. Ireland’s Folk Band of the Year, The 
High Kings, are Finbar Clancy, Brian Dunphy, Martin Furey and Darren 
Holden. Don’t miss this epic event 8 January 2016!

08 
JAN

FRIDAY 
8PM
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Ben  
Portsmouth 
Elvis
The King is Back

Winner of Elvis Presley Enterprise Memphis Ultimate Elvis competition UK 

Elvis tribute artiste, Ben Portsmouth topped the bill on the David Letterman 

show 8 February 2013. In August 2012, Ben made history when he won the 

Elvis Presley Enterprises Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest which took place 

in Memphis, crowning Ben as the Worldwide Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist, 

the only artist from outside the USA to ever win this prestigious title. Ben 

Portsmouth captures, with remarkable accuracy, each stage of Elvis’s career 

whilst maintaining a style and presence of his own. Experience the essence 

and spirit of what it must have been like to see the young ‘King’ perform. 

With stunning costumes and superb musicianship, this is one of the best Elvis 

tributes performing today.

WEDNESDAY 
8PM

E16
E14 CONCESSION
JEROME HYNES 
THEATRE

Music  
Network
presents Liam Ó Maonlaí,  
Kevin Burke and Tim Edey

A new trio curated by Music Network in concert: Hothouse Flowers’ 
Liam Ó Maonlaí, irrepressible virtuoso Tim Edey and the legendary 
Kevin Burke. Trad fans, it doesn’t get much better than this: Liam 
Ó Maonlaí, one of Ireland’s most charismatic musicians, sharing a 
stage with legendary fiddle player Kevin Burke and virtuosic multi-
instrumentalist Tim Edey. Just sit back and watch the magic happen.
Described as one of Ireland’s best sean-nós singers, Liam Ó Maonlaí 
has always remained faithful to his traditional roots despite global 
success with rock band Hothouse Flowers, while Kevin Burke’s fiddle 
playing has been at the forefront of traditional music for over 30 
years. A member of trad supergroups The Bothy Band and Patrick 
Street, Burke’s distinctive fiddling fuses a Sligo style with a diverse 
range of musical influences.

31 
JAN

SUNDAY 
8PM

E23/E20
O’REILLY THEATRE

20 
JAN
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A Tommy Fleming concert is a unique and emotional musical experience 
suitable for all ages. Tommy’s versions of Danny Boy, Bright Blue Rose and 
Hardtimes are unique and individual to him and until you hear Tommy sing 
these songs you cannot experience the musical emotion that only music 
can reach. His unique talent has brought worldwide recognition to Tommy 
and demand for his concerts continues to grow. Early Booking Advised.

Calum Scott, who won a standing ovation from all four judges on Britain’s 
Got Talent as well as Simon Cowell’s Golden Buzzer will perform the 
National Opera House Saturday 14 February 2016 at 8 p.m.

Special guests on the night include Q14 and The Gallivants who have 
recently gone on tour with Corner Boy.

Tommy 
Fleming

Calum  
Scott
plus Special Guests

Reeling  
in the 
Showband 
Years

04 
FEB

THURSDAY 
8PM

E30
O’REILLY THEATRE

14 
FEB

SUNDAY 
8PM

E35
O’REILLY THEATRE

Reeling In the Showband Years returns to the National Opera House  
12 February 2016. Starring a fantastic cast including Brendan Bowyer,  
Joe Mac from The Dixies, Ronan Collins, Shaun O’Dowd, Gina from The 
Champion, Keith and Lorraine McDonald from The Conquerors Showband  
and The Swarbrigg Brothers. A complete sell out right around the country  
for the past 6 years, early booking is advised!

BugEye Events proudly present

12 
FEB

FRIDAY 
8PM

E30
O’REILLY THEATRE
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Patsy  
Cline

After a 40 date sell out theatre tour of the UK, Patsy Cline’s 50th 
Anniversary Tour is set to hit Ireland’s shores. This wonderful nostalgic 
show brings the audience on a trip down memory lane to hear the 
music and a little insight into the life of one of the greatest female 
singers that ever lived. It’s not hard to imagine why Patsy’s music 
has been so enduring since her untimely death just over 50 years 
ago. Her wonderful and powerful voice coupled with classic songs 
like Crazy, Walking After Midnight and Sweet Dreams have insured her 
recordings are timeless. Don’t miss this superb show on Thursday 18 
February at the National Opera House.

THURSDAY 
8PM

18 
FEB

E27.50
JEROME HYNES 
THEATRE

Des  
Bishop
Grey Matters

The fantasy of everlasting youth died with Des’s last purchase of Just for Men 

over a year ago. Now he is embracing the Grey and letting the wisdom of 

his years inspire his stand up. Grey Matters tackles the issues confronting Des 

these days which include returning to live in New York, being surrounded by 

other people’s kids, gender and marriage equality, the dangers of snapchat, 

dating a Chinese woman, the prospect of reaching 40 and most of all, after 

the documentary-style stand up show about his time in China, Des is looking 

forward to returning to straight stand up where he can riff about whatever is 

on his mind.

20 
FEB

SATURDAY 
8PM

E25  
O’REILLY THEATRE
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09 
MAR

WEDNESDAY 
7:30PM

E32.50/E29.50/E25
O’REILLY THEATRE

Swan 
Lake

The National Opera House is excited to announce that the Royal Moscow 

Ballet will perform Swan Lake Wednesday 9 March 2016 in the O’Reilly 

Theatre for one night only. Tchaikovsky’s first ballet Swan Lake, an all time 

favourite with ballet lovers, tells the story of Prince Siegfried and Princess 

Odette. While hunting, Prince Siegfried sees a magnificent swan. As he 

takes aim the swan turns into a beautiful woman. This is Princess Odette, 

the victim of an evil sorcerer’s spell. She spends her daylight hours as a 

swan, swimming in a lake of tears and by night she becomes a woman 

again. The spell will be broken only if a virgin prince swears eternal love 

to her. Swan Lake is their story and only they can adequately tell the 

whole story to you. Choreography by Marius Petipa, Lev Ivanov and 

Anatoly Emelianov. This is an unmissable event!

Royal Moscow Ballet
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Harlem 
Gospel 
Choir

Performing contemporary gospel with a touch of jazz and blues, 

the world famous Harlem Gospel Choir is synonymous with power 

vocals, glorious sound and infectious energy. For over two decades 

they have been America’s premier gospel choir and have toured the 

globe thrilling audiences with the inspirational power of gospel music. 

The Harlem Gospel Choir have performed alongside superstars such 

as Bono, Diana Ross, The Gorillaz, Andre Rieu, Damon Albarn, Pharrell 

Williams and most recently, Jamie XX. They have performed for three 

Presidents (President Obama, President Carter and President Nelson 

Mandela), and have recorded with the likes of Sir Keith Richards, The 

Chieftains, Havasi, and Trace Adkins. Get ready to tap your feet, clap 

your hands, and even dance on stage to their high-energy, joyous and 

exuberant performance!

19 
MAR

SATURDAY 
8PM

E33 
O’REILLY THEATRE

Paul 
Heaton & 
Jacqui  
Abbott
plus Special Guests

Wisdom, Laughter and Lines is the new album from Paul Heaton 

and Jacqui Abbott. This record is the second from Paul and Jacqui 

following the critically acclaimed What Have We Become, which 

saw them return together on record for the first time since the 

multi-million selling days of The Beautiful South, who in the 

1990s and early 2000s released a string of critically-acclaimed 

records. Don’t miss them perform at the National Opera House 

Thursday 7 April at 8 p.m. (doors 7 p.m.) Early Booking Advised!

07 
APR

THURSDAY 
8PM

E29 
O’REILLY THEATRE

MCD.ie presents
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The Barber 
of Seville
presented by  
Wide Open Opera

Hailed in the German press as “The new queen of bel-canto”, international 
celebrity mezzo-soprano Tara Erraught makes an eagerly awaited 
homecoming in her first complete opera role in Ireland singing Rosina in 
Rossini’s The Barber of Seville. Rossini’s comic masterpiece tells the story of 
the beautiful Rosina who is held captive by the elderly Dr Bartolo who plans 
to marry her when she comes of age. Rosina, however, is in love with a 
mysterious young man, who turns out to be Count Almaviva, who has been 
serenading her from the street below her balcony. Count Almaviva needs 
the help of Figaro the barber, in order to break in to Bartolo’s house, setting 
in train a series of hilarious misunderstandings, improbable disguises and 
quick-witted double crossings that keep the action fizzing from start to 
finish. Alongside Tara Erraught, rising US tenor Tyler Nelson makes his Irish 
debut as the romantic Count Almaviva, while Irish star baritone, Gavan Ring, 
fresh from great acclaim at Opera North as Figaro (the barber), returns to 
this role for Wide Open Opera.

Cast includes Tara Erraught, Tyler Nelson, Gavan Ring,  
Graeme Danby, John Molloy and Mary O’Sullivan.

Director: Michael Barker-Caven

Conductor: Fergus Sheil

Chorus of Wide Open Opera and Orchestra  
of Wexford Festival Opera

SATURDAY 
8PM

16 
APR

E20 - E80
O’REILLY THEATRE
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4-7 
MAY 8PM

E32 - E18 
O’REILLY THEATRE

Th’ time is rotten ripe for revolution. Set amid the tumult of the Easter 
Rising, The Plough and the Stars is the story of ordinary lives ripped apart 
by the idealism of the time. The residents of a Dublin tenement shelter 
from the violence that sweeps through the city’s streets. A revolution that 
will shape the country’s future rages around them. What kind of Ireland 
awaits them? The Plough and the Stars was first performed at the Abbey 
Theatre in 1926. The audience rioted. Now regarded as a masterpiece, this 
provocative play is an essential part of our understanding of 1916. Olivier 
Award-winning director Sean Holmes will bring a new perspective to Sean 
O’Casey’s absorbing play. The Plough and the Stars is one of the highlights  
of our centenary programme with performances coinciding with Easter 
2016. Presented by Abbey Theatre on Tour.

Cast includes: Ian Lloyd Anderson, Kate Brennan, Ciaran O’Brien, Nyree 
Yergainharsian, Janet Moran, Lloyd Cooney, Ger Kelly and Liam Heslin.

For details on school performances, please contact the box office  
on +353 53 9122144

The Plough 
and the 
Stars
By Sean O’Casey

Abbey Theatre on Tour
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65th Wexford  
Festival Opera

26 OCT 
6 NOV

Wexfordopera.com

E25 - E145
O’REILLY THEATRE

Herculanum
Félicien David 
(1810–1876)
26, 29 October / 1, 4 November 2016

Maria  
de Rudenz
Gaetano Donizetti 
(1797–1848)
28, 31 October / 3, 6 November 2016

Vanessa
Samuel Barber 
(1910–1981)
27, 30 October / 2, 5 November 2016

Priority Booking for Friends of Wexford Festival Opera opens on Saturday 27 February 2016 offering all our Friends 
the chance to choose their preferred seats. Become a Friend at Wexfordopera.com/friends. General Booking opens 
on Saturday 19 March 2016.



The National Opera House
High Street, Wexford, Ireland 

+353 53 912 2144 
1850 4 OPERA
Nationaloperahouse.ie

New events being added all the time,  
see Nationaloperahouse.ie


